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Artists in every part of the world are working in new media and so are printmakers. The challenge is
to find those printmakers who are applying the craft’s highest standard to the exceptional technical skills
required for printing limited editions of pieces created in either new or traditional media. The International
Association of Fine Art Digital Printmakers has formed to lead printmaking along the edge of the new
with excellence as it’s standard.

Digital printmaking simply employs new tools in the service of a very old craft. For a thousand years
printmaking has been an honored, integral part of fine art creation. Down through the years, all cultures
and countries have developed some form of this craft in the pursuit of communicating ideas both visuall-
ly and verbally. The term Giclée originated in 1991 with Jack Duganne who coined the term to refer to
fine art prints created with digital output. It’s derivation comes from the word “gicleur” the french
word for nozzle. Gicler is the french verb ”to spray”.

To date, most giclées have been made with Iris ink jet technology, the actual standard. Iris 3047 is the
name of the digital printer from Iris Graphics in Boston, USA. The technique itself incorporates a spinning
drum of 86x119 cm and four unique nozzles spraying watercolor dye based inks; yellow, magenta, cyan
and black. Each nozzle are working at a frequency of one million vibrations per second creating a stunning
four million droplets per second.
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